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When this avataram took place, Mirukandu Rishi i.e. the
father of Markandeya rishl was not at that place. He was doing
tapas elsewhere. When he heard about this avataram of the
Lord from Brighu Muni, he felt very disappointed at having
missed this opportunity of seeing this avataram. He therefore
undertook severe penance wanting the God to appear before
him in the same form. In course of time, Mirukandu rishi
visited Gaya, Pushkaram, Badri etc. and finally reached the
bank of Krishnabadra river where the Krishnaranyam forests
were located. He reached Krishnapuri and at that kshetram,
he was assured by Brahma that his penance would be rewarded
by Perumal. One day an old brahmin accompanied by his wife
appeared before Mirukandu rishi. The old brahmin said that
both he and his wife were very hungry and tired. He wanted food
immediately. Mirukandu Rishi went inside his asramam. He
knew that in his asramam, there was not even one morsel of food.
However, he went inside, asked his wife Mitravathi to somehow
do the necessary athithi pooja to the old brahmin and his wife.
His wife Mithravathi prayed to Mahalakshmi and thanks to the
sincere prayers, she was able to feed the old brahmin and his
wife to their complete satisfaction. Immediately, the brahmin
appeared in his true form holding the sankhu and the chakra in
his two hands. The old couple were none other than Perumal
and Thayar. Mirukandu rishi then prayed to God to show him
His Thrivikrama roopa so that he who had missed it earlier could
derive the divine satisfaction. God obliged and gave him darshan
in His Thrivikrama roopa at this place. Mirukandu rishi prayed
to God to continue to stay in this form in this place so that other
devotees could also have the similar darshan.
Another story connected with this place relates to the
atrocities committed by the rakshasa Pathala Kethu who lived
in this Krishna kshetram. Once upon a time, in this kshetram,
Kalavar Eishi with other Munis was doing penance and praying
to Perumal. Pathala Kethu, an asuran, had earlier prayed to
Brahma and obtained a boon that he would be invincible. Having
attained this boon, he became arrogant He started troubling
the Devas as well as the Munis. The Devas and the Munis
therefore approached Vishnu and asked him to rid Krishna
kshetram of this asurau Thrivikrama assured them that He